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O give you my Opinion freely of the two Libels 

that you ſent me, me-thinks the Deſign - them 

lies too open ta do. much Miſchief ; I never 

ſaw-fo bare-fac'd an Arraignment of the Govern- 

ment, and all the Parts of it : King, Lords, Commons, Fudges, 
Miviſters af State ; they are all of them made Conſpirators ; a- 
gainſt the Sovereign ——— ” farſooth; and when the ro 
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| The Growth of Knavery. 
beller has done with the Body of the Commens, he gives you a 
a Defamatory Liſt of betwixt two.and-three hundred of their 
AMembers, provoking and abuſing all Sober Intereſts; Inſo- 
much, that he has left himſelf nothing to truſt to, but the 
contemplation of a General Tumult, which is the very Point 
he drives at in his Appeal tp the ©Rabble. 

The Man, I confels, is a great Maſter of Words ; but then 
his Fatent is that which-the Lord Sy. 4/bangcalls Matter of 
Woider withaut Worthizeſs ;, being rather the Suppleneſs and 
Addreſs of a Tumbler, than the Force and Vigor of a Man of 
Buſineſs. And you cannot but obſerve too, that his Excur- 
ſions, many of them, are unmannerly and Vulzar, and fitter 
for-the Stage of a Merry- Andrew, Ora Fack-Pudding, than for 
a Paper of State. | ; 

| You would have me gueſs at the Author; and you might 
as well bid me tell you the right Father of a Child by a Com- 
mon Strumpet : But-I think I may calt. him Zegie, for they 
are M ANT, and there's a Club to his Per, as well as to 
his Pocker.. This I dare aſſure you, that the Author of A Ler- 
ter from a Parliament-man to his Friend in the Country, Cconcern- 
ing the Proceedings of the Houſe of Commens, ia 75. 1s very 
particularly acquainted with the Author of An Accompe of 
the Growth of Popery, and Arbitrary Government, Cc. and the 
Seaſonable Argument, &c, that. follow?d it, in 77. | 

The Pretence of the former Pamphlet is exhibited in the 
Title of it, viz. An Account of the Growth of Popery, and Ar- 
bitrary Government in England: and more particularly from 
November 1675,to Fuly 1677. Upon theſe Nineteen Months 
the Compoſer has beſtow*d preciſely Nineteen Sheets of Paper, 
and laid himſelf out moſt -wonderfully in his Politicks and 
Conceits, for the better Grace and Reliſh of the Diſcourſe: 
But the Malignity of it is ſo rank, that there is ſcarce a Page 
where the Poyſon has not eaten quite thorough the Verniſh, 
and diſcover*®d the Spring and Malice of the Deſign. View it 
narrowly, and you ſhall find the Pique to be as well Perſon- 
al as Seditious, and the Work only of ſome Mercenary Pen 
to ſerve his Principal's Animoſity, as well as his Ambition. 
For a Man may ſee with half an Eye, how he aggravates, or 
extenuates;, diſparages , Or commenads ;, refiefts upon ,. or paſſes 
"over, as well Attioxs, as Men, according to the various 
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Aſpetts of Aﬀettions or Parties; and without any regard to 
the Pulſe or Truth of puhlick proceedings. By his Vein of 
improving the InveCtive Hamonr. it looks in ſome places as if 
he were Tranſproſing the Firft Painter ; only he has chang?d his 
Battery, which 1s a Property peculiar to his Party, conſtantly 
to hate thoſe that are uppermoſt. | 

I was once a thinking to write a Juſt Reply upon the whole 
R2lation, and to lay open the-falſhood of many paſſages in it 
in matter of Fact; the Partiality of it in others ; how per- 
yerted, and miſapply*d it is throvghout; 'and'to ſhew what 
Gaps and Maims the Compiler of it has teft in the Story, pur- 
poſely to divert the [Reader from minding the Coherence of 
Actions, and the reaſonable Congruity of Counſels, and Af- 
fairs: What uncharitable and illogical Inferences he has 
drawn from matters as remote as Tenterden Steeple from be- 
ing the cauſe of Goodwin Sands. This was the Method I had 
propounded to my ſelf; but upon ſecond thoughts I quitted 
it, for theſe Reaſons, Firſt, It would have heen too tedious ; 
for I muſt in honeſty have printed the Libel as well as the Re- 
ply, which in proportion would have amounted to near forty 
ſheets of Paper. Secondly, It would have been ſuperfluous ; 
for part of my buſineſs being the Vindication of Truth from 
Calumny ; I find the thing already done to my hand, in the 
common Sentence is that paſsd upon it for a lewd and fhame- 
leſs Impoſture. And Thirdly, The- Author himſelf, you fee, 
has upon better conſideration reducd his Pamphlet of nineteen 
Sheets, into another of zhree, as a more Compendious Expoſi- 
tion of his meaning : I ſpeak of that Libel which you ſent me, 
under the Name of A Seaſonable Argument to perſwade all the 
Grand Furies in England to Petition for a New Parliament ;, or 4 
Liſt of the Principal Labourers in the great Deſign of Popery, 
and Arbitrary Power, &c. So that my Task is only to make 
good in my Diſcourſe the Parallel that I promis*d you in my 
Title, and then to paſs ſome Remarks upon the Scope and 
Venom of the Pamphlets themſelves. | 

Now to the end that you may not take the Libels here in 


queſtion for Originals, let me aſſure you that theſe Notable +. 
Pieces are neither better, nor worſe, than the Old Declarations * 


of 40. and 41. only turwd, and new v—_— The Contri- 
wvance, the Poſitions, and the Drift the very ſame; and upon 


the 
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the whole matter, there is ſo near a reſemblance between them, 
that one Egg is not liker another, If you would have a full 
Hiſtory.of. the-FaTion, you may read it at large in Bancroft?s 
Dangerous Poſitiens, or Heylims AERIUS REDIV I- 
YU $. But my purpole is principally to compare the Project 
of 757. with that of 40. and 41. and by tracing the Footſteps 
of that Rebellion, from the undeniable fact of things palsd, 
to gather ſome probable conjecture at things to come. 

To begin my Parallel with the Alarm of Popery, and Arbi- 
trary Government in 1677. take notice that it was likewiſe the 
Pretext and the -very Foundation of the Rebellion in 41. 4 
Malignant and Pernicious Deſign (lays the Remonſftrance of De- 
cember 15. 1641. ) of ſubverting the Fundamental Laws , and 
Principles of Government, upox which the Religion and Fuſtice of 
this Kingdom ts firmly eſtabliſhd. Husband*s Collections, p. 4. 
and in the ſame Page he tells us of ſuch Conunſellers and Conr- 
tiers, as for Private Ends have ingagd themſelves to further the 
Tatereſt of ſome Forreign Princes or States, to the prejudice of his 
Hajeſty and the State at home. Which Counſellers, and Conr- 
tiers of thoſe deys, are now tranſlated into French Penſioners 
and Conſpirators in 1677. But if you would ſee the Reformers 
in their Colours, readithe Declaration, and Proteſtation of the 
Lords and Commons in Parliament (as they ſtile it) to the King- 
dom, and to the whole World : where, beſide the horrid Invoca- 
tion of Almighty God to countenance the Juggle, the whole 
ſtreſs of the Quarrel is laid upon the Kings being Popiſhly in- 
cliz?d;, and the War founded upon that Execrable Cheat. The 
Kings Counſels and Reſolutians (lay they) are ſo ingag?d to the 
Papifh Party, for the ſuppreſſion and extirpation of the true Reli- 
gion, that all hopes of Peace and Rrotattion are excluded ; and that 
zt is fully intended to give ſatisf ation to the Papiſts, by alteration 
of Religion, &c; And a little further they ſay, that the King 
endeauour'd to keep off all Fealouſtes and Suſpitions, by many fear- 
ful Oaths aud Imprecations of miintaining the Proteſtant Religion. 
But what were all their Stories of Popiſh Plots, Intercepted Let- 
ters, Dark Conſpiracies, hut only Artifices to gull the.Credu- 
Tous and ſilly Vulgar ? For the King was ſo far from being P«- 
Piſbly aFefed, that never any Prince purg?d himſelf of an Im- 
putation, by 'Two more Credible and Dreadful Solemaities: 
The fuft, Publickly upon the Sacrament in Chriſt-Charch Oxoz. 
= 16.43- 
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Th: Growth of Knavery. = 
1643. and afterward, at his Death upon the Scaffeld. Now 
ſee the Harmony betwixt thoſe Remonſtrants, and our Lbeller in 
his Growth of Popery. There has now for atvers years,” ſays he, 
a Deſign been carri'd on to charge the Lanful Government of Eng- 
land eros an abſolute Tyranny, and to convert the eſtabliſl?d Pro- 
teſtant Religion znto dzwa-right Popery. P. 3. He begins in the 
Method of the Remonſtrarts with a General Charge upon 11! 1Mi- 
niſfters, and he ſhall Advance with them too, next ſtep, to an 
Attaque upon the King Himfelf. And nota Pin matter what is 
ſaid on either ſtdeto the contrary. 6 Bs | 
It is rrue,, (ſays the Growth of Popery, P. 155.) that by his 
Majeſty and the Churches care, under Gods ſp:cial Providence, the 
Conſpiracy has receiv?d frequent diſappointments, &c. And do 
not the Remonſtrants on the other iide ſay as much for the late 
King? That hrs Majeſty indeed had paſt more Bills to the advan- 
tage of the Subject, than had been in many Ages, Pag, 16. But 
how comes Our Lebefer to be ſo kind to the Church all on a 
ſudden ? From whoſe Pen there never fell any thing yet but 
Poyſon upon that Sabje*t; Can any thing »be kinder than the 
Remonſtrants were to this late King (pag. 2.) where they pro- 
miſed to ſupport his Royal Eſtate with Honour , and plenty at 
home ;, with Power and Reputation abroad ;, and by their Loyal Af- 
feftions, Obedience, and Service, to lay a ſure and laſting Founda- 
tion of - the Greatneſs and Proſperity of his Majeſty and his Royal 
Poſterity after him. But what do you think rather of the pre- 
tended Loyalty of theſe People afterwards, even in the ſtate 
of an Actual Rebellion? p. 663. We the Lords and Commons in 
this preſent Parliament aſſembled, do in the preſence of Almighty 
God, for the ſatisfattion of our own Conſciences , and the diſ- 
charge of that great Truſt which lies upon us, make this Proteſta- 
tion and Declaration ro this Kingdom and Nation, and to the 
whole World, that ns private paſſion, or reſpett, no evil intention 
to his Majefties Perſon, no deſign to the prejudice of his juſt Ho- 
nour., and Authority, ingag*d us to raiſe Forces, and take up Arms 
againſt the Authors of this War, wherewith the Kingdom tis now 
inflamd. And does not our Libeller follow the Remonſtrants in 
their Hypocrifie too ? This Book, (ſays he, P. 156.) though of 
an extraordinary Nature,*as the Caſe requir'd, and however it 
may be calummiated by interreſſed perſons, was written with no 6- 
ther intent, than of meer Fidelity and Service ta his Majeſty ;, and 
Goa 
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God forbid that it ſhould have any other effett than that the mouth 
of all Iniquity, and Flatterers may be ſtopt ;, and that his Maje- 
ſty having diſcerned the Diſeaſe, may with his bealing Touch apply 
the Remedy : For ſo far us the Relator himſelf from any ſiniſter 
ſurmize againſt his Majeſty, or from ſuggeſting it to others, &C. 
The Pamphlet, I confeſs is, as he calls it, 4 Book of an extraor- 
dinary Nature ;, But why does he fay, As the Caſe requird ? 
Where?s the Importance of it ? unleſs he means, that it was 
the very Nick of Time for him to imbroil the Nation : And 
for the intereſſed perſons, who (he ſays) may calummate it, they 
are only the King and his A4nifters, who are all of them the 
ſubject of his Scoprical and Malevolent Satyre, Of his intent, 
we ſhall ſpeak hereafter. 

This is not the firſt time that we have heard of werds ſmoe- 
ther than Oyl, which yet are very Swords. It is the very Stile that 
brought the late K:7g to the Block; and the Saviour of the 
World was betray*d by a Hail 24aſter, anda Kiſs. It is the ve- 
ry Crown of the Parallel betwixt 77. and 41. Now to pro- 
ceed : What was the 01d Kemonſirance, but a ſpiteful and Invi- 
dious Miſrepreſentation of the State of the Kingdom, under 
the Notion of declaring Common Grievances ? (For his Ma- 
jeſties Healing Touch too no doubt) and is not that alſo the 
very aim and profeſſion of theſe two Libels ? What is the Pub- 


Tication of this ſame Scandalous Liſt, but the Q1d Trick over | 
again, of Poſting thoſe Members for S:raffordians, that would. 


Not conſent to the Death of the Earl of Srrafford? And is 
not their tampering of the Grand Fries to Petition for a New 
Parliament, the od Praftice reviv*d of drawing and ſolliciting 
Petitions againſt Grievances of their own framing ; and ma- 
naging Aﬀairsof State by Tumulrs ? Would not our Remon- 
ftrator of 77. rather than his Life, be at the Old Sport again, 


with a Kennel of Brutes athis Heels, in full Cry, wich No Bi-: 


ſhops, No Popiſh Lords, No Evil Conſellours, No Rotten JMem- 
bers, No Porters Lodge ;, and at laſt, No King too, which was 
the very FaCt in Conſequence upon this Method. 

So ſoon as the Remonſtrants (thoſe Sons of Cham) had laid 
open their Fathers nakedneſs, with a malicious aggravation of all 


Errours and Misfortunes, (beſide falſhoods innumerable). to. 


irritate the Multitude againſt their Superiours ; their next 
Art was to draw that Party to themſelyes, which they had 
now 
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The Growth of Knavery. 
now detached from the Government ; with an Oh! that we 
were made Judges in Iſrael! Boaſting what wonderful things 
they had then upon the Anvil for the Publick Good; and not 
forgetting to arrogate all thoſe Acts to themſelves, which his 
Majeſty had paſs*'d of his proper Grace and Bounty. Other 
things (ſay they, Þ. 15.) of main Importance for the good of this 
Kingdom, are in Propofition;, as the Eſtabliſhing and Ordering the 
Kings Revenues, that ſo the Abuſe of Officers, and ſuperfiuity of 
Expences may be cut off, and the necefiary . Disburſements for his 
Majeſties Honour, the Defence and Government of the Kingdom, 
may be more certainly provided for : the Regulating of Courts of 
Fuſtice, and Abridging both the Delays and Charges of Law-Suits, 
&c. See now if our Reformer of 17. does not Fiſh with the 
very ſame Bait. The Houſe of Commons (ſays he, Þp. 63.) took. 
up again ſuch Puvlick Bills as they had on foot in their former ſit- 
ting, and others that might either remedy preſent, or prevent fu- 
ture miſchief: As the Bill for Habeas Corpus; that againſt ſend- 
ing Men Prifoners beyond Seas ; that againſt raiſing of Money 
mithout the coaſent of Parliament ; that againſt Papiits fitting in 
either Houſe, &c. The Lidels in fine of 77. are fo n_ a 
Counterpart of the others of 41. that two Tallies do not 
ſtrike truer : And undoubtedly ſuch a Correſpondence in Me- 
thod ,, cannot be without fome Conformity alſo of De- 
ſign. 
> There needs no other Argument ta prove the /ate Rebellion 
to have been originally a Conſpiracy againſt the Government, 
than the Proportion that .appears betwixt the Means, and the 
End; and the orderly Connexion of proper Cauſes and Regu- 
lar Effects. For it was a perfect [rain of Artifice, Hypocri- 
ſie and Impoſture, from one end of it to the other. The Con- 
federacy was forn=d in a Cabal of Scorch and Engliſh Presbyte- 
rians ;, as appears not only from their Correſpondent praCti- 
ces in both Nations ; but from his late Majelties Charge a- 
eainſt the Five Aembers;, and likewiſe from the Care that 
was taken upon his Majeſties Reſtairation to date the Engliſh A&# 
of Indemnity from the beginning of the Scotch Tumnlts (Jan. 1. 
1637.9 which was three Years before the Meeting of the 
Long Parliament in November 1640. The two Miniſters that 
ſtood in the Gap betwixt the Conſpiracy, and the Govern- 


ment, (and who were only cut off, as appear*d by the Sequel, 
B to 
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to clear the paſſage to the King himſelf) were the Earl of 
Strafford, and Archbiſhop Laud : So that their Firſ# Attague 
was upon the Earl, and their next upon the Archbiſhop, under 
the Notion of Evil Counſelors; and upon the common charge of 
Popery , and Araitrary Praceeding, their Impeachments were 
carri?d on by Tumults, and theſe Brave Men were rather bait- 
ed to Death by Beaſts, than ſentenc*d with any Colour of Law 
or Juſtice : And as they liv?d, fo they dy*d, the Reſolute AC. 
ſertors of the Enzliſh Monarchy and Religion ; The Earl of 
Strafford 10 31zy 41. but the Arch9iſhop was kept languiſhing in 
the Tower, till Fa. 44. And their Crim? was not in Truth, 
their being men of Arbitrary Principles themſelves, but for be- 
ing the Oppo/ers of thoſe Principles in others. 

As the R:mon(trants in 41. for want of Papiſts, in Praftice 
and Profeſſion, directed their ſpleen againſt the Kings Miners, 
only as perſons Popiſhly affetFed, (which in time came to be 
molt injuriouſly apply*d to his Majeſty, and his whole Party ) 
Juſt ſo does our Libeller in 1677. Were th:ſe Conſpirators (ſays 
he) but avow'd Papilts, they were the more Honeſt, the leſs Dan- 
gerous, and their Religion were anſwerable for the Erraurs they 
might commit in order to promote it : But theſe are men (lays he, 
in the next pag.) obliged by all the moſt Sacred Tyes of Malice 
and Ambition, to advance the ruine of the King and Kingdom ; 
and qualif”d much better than others, under the Name of Good 
Proteſtants, ro effeft it. As who ſhould ſay; Popery #5 to be 
brought in by ſome that paſs for Good Proteſtants. (As Rebellion 
and Tyranny were brought in by the Remonſtrants, under the 
Pcofetſion of Loyalty and Duty to their Country.) A very 
Compendious way of making every man, that will not be a 
Traytor, a Papiſf. For who can {34 what any man is, or what 
he 1s not, in his Heart ? 

From his Majeſties yielding in the Buſineſs of the Earl of 
Strafford, the Faction took their Meaſures how to deal with 
him in other Caſes; and never left, till by gradual Encroach- 
ments, and Approaches, they firſt ſtript him of his Friends ; 
Secondly, of his Royal Awhority ,, Thirdly, of his Revenue 
and Laſtly, of his Z:fe. Whereas, had but this Pious and Un- 
fortunate King follow*'d the Advice of his Royal Father to 
Prince Hexry, he might upon cheaper Terms have preſerv'd 
himſelf, and his Three Kingdoms. 7 ake heed, (ſays King Famss) 

to 
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to ſuch Puritans; very Peſts in the Church, and Common-weal, 
whom no Deſerts can oblige; neither Oaths, or Promiſes bind. 
Breathing nothing but Sedition, and Calunmies, and making their 
own imaginations (without any warrant of the Word) the ſquare 
of their Conſcience. 1 proteſt before the Great God, (and ſince I 
am here as upon my Teſt ament, it ts no place for me to lye in) that 
ye ſhall never find with any Highlands or Border-Thieves, greater 
Ingratitude, and more Lyes, and wile Perjuries, than with theſe 

Phanatick Spirits. K. Fames his Works, p. 305. and 160. 
Upon the ripping up of Pablick Grievarces, it was but mat- 
ter of Courle to follow their Complaints with Petitions for 
Redreſs ;, and the Good King, on the other hand, to heap Coals 
of Fire upon their Heads, den?d them nothing: But the rwo 
firſt Bills that his Majeſty paſs*d, were fatal to him: Thar for 
the A:tainder of the Earl of Strafford, and the other for the 
continuance of the Parliament. They complain'd of the Srar- 
Chamber , Fligh-Commuſſion-Court , Ship- Moneys , Forreſt- Lows, 
Stannary-Conrts, Tonnage, and Poundage, &c. and had every 
Point for the Asking : Nay, and as an inſtance of his good 
Faith and Meaning, his Majeſty took ſome of their Principals 
even into his very Councel. But ſo ſoon as he had parted with 
ſo much, as almoſt put 1t into their power to take the reſt, 
they began then to think of ſerting up for themſelves (ſee his 
Majeſties Declaration of Auzlt 12. 1642.) ind rothirg but a 
thorough Reformation they ſaid world ever do the Work, Now ſee 
the Gradation. Firlt, The people muſt be alarnvd with the 
noife of Tyranny, and Popery ; and the Evil Comnſcllors muſt 
be remo:?d, that are /:4, not prov?d, to ſtand that way in- 
clind. His Mujeſty miſt be huznbly Petitiond by both Hoſes to 
employ ſuch Connſellors, Ambaſſadours, and other Miniſters , tn 
managing his buſineſs at home, and «broad, as ths Parliament may 
have cauſe to confidein, 6c. Nay, t may often fall out, they ſay, 
that the Commons may have juſt cauſe to take Exceptions at forte 
mew for being Counſellors , and yet not charge thoſe men with 
Crimes ; for there be grounds of Difſicence which lye not in prosf ,, 
there are others which tho:wgh they may be prowd, yer are mot le- 
gally Criminal ;, tobe a known favonrer of Papilts, or to have 
been very formand in defending or comntenancins ſome great of- 
fenders queſtioned in Parliament, &Cc. So that at firſt Dafh all 
the Kings Officers 2x2 but Tenants at the Vil! of the gn 
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The next ſtep is, to fill the places of thoſe whom they caſt 
out, with 24niſters and Officers of their own chuſmg ; as well 
Privy Counſellors, as 7ugpes. As in the nineteen Propoſitions of 
Far. 2. 42. wherein they demand, The Tranſlation of the Power 
of chuſing Great Officers, and Miniſters of State, from the Kirg 
to the Two Houſes. Secondly, All matters of State in the Inter- 
wal of Parl'aments to be debated, and concluded by a Council fo 
choſen, and ia numbr not above 25. nor under 15. and no public 
Aft cſtecnd of any validity, as proceeding from the Royal Authos 
rity, unleſs it be done by the advice and conſent of the major part of 
that Council, atteſted under their Hands, and theſe alſo ſworn to 
the Senſe of both Houſes. Thirdly, The Lords and Commons muſt 
be intraſtcd with the Militia. Fourthly, Hs Ne jrfty may ip- 
point, but the two Houſes, or the Council (in ſuch manner as afore- 
ſaid) muſt epprove of all Governours of Forts and Caſtles. Liſt- 
ly, No Peers hereaftcr made, miſt fit, or vote in Parliament, unleſs 
admitted thercunto by the conſent of both Houſes. 

By this time the Plot is ripe for a Rebel/zon;, they Levy War, 
Impoſe Oaths, Seize the Revenues of the Church and Crown , 
k.1t, plunder, and impriſon their Fellow- Subjefts;, depoſe and mur- 
ther their Sovercign, under a Form of Publick Frſtice ;, by theſe 
means advancing themſelves into that Arbitrary Power which 
they pretended to fear ; over-turning the Government, under 
the Colour of a Zeal to ſupport it ;, and inſtcad of ſetting us 
Right in our Religious and Civil Liberties, they left us neither 
Church, nor Law, nor Kg, nor Parliament, nor Properties, 
nor Freedoms. Behold the bleſſed Reformation ; and remem- 
ber that the OQutcryes againit Tyranny, Popery, and Evil Coun- 
ſellors, were the Foundation of it. What was their Covenant, 
but a Blind to their Deſigns ? A Popalar Sacrament of Religi- 
05 Diſobedienc®; and only a Mark of Diſcrimination who 
were againſt the King, and who for him ? Nay, in the very 
Contemplation of their purpoſe, they knew before-hand, that 
there was no gaining of their point, but by Rapine, Sacriledge, 
Perjury,, Treaſon, and Bloud. | 

After theſe Notorious Violations of Faith, Honour, Huma- 
zity, and Religion ;, to the common deſtruttion of Prince, Ge- 
werument, and People, and all upon the ſame Bottom with our 
late Libels; what can this VUnderminer of Parliaments, what 
can Our Geneva-Faxx find to ſay for himſelf? Is not Adercary 
as 
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as good Poyſon in 77. asit was in 41? Do we not ſtrike Fire 
the ſame way now, that we did they? And may not a Spark, in 
the Gun-Room do as much miſchief this year, as it did thirty or 
forty years ag0.? Are not the People as "much Tinder now, as 
they were formerly? and as apt. to take ill Impreſſions ? 
What if the ſame Method ſhould work the ſame Confuſion 0- 
ver again ? Or1n truth, what is there elſe to be expected ? For 
the ſume Cauſe , atting at Liberty, muſt eternally proguce the. ſame 
Effet, There's no Chance-medley of AMiſadventure in the 
Caſe ; but the thing is manifeſtly done with Prepenſe malice, 
and on ſcr purpoſe, to embroil the State : As upon Examination 
of the matter will undeniably appear. 


You cannot but take notice, that the Author of the Growth 
of Popery, does upon the Main, prexcipally labour theſe two 
things. Firſt, To infinuate that the King is in ſome Caſes 4c- 
comptable to his People, (of which hereafter.) And Secondly, 
To provoke the Peep/e, by ſuggeſting that their Souls, and 
their Zzberrzes are at ſtake, to make uſe of that Power. From 
the former Propoſition he paſles into a Florid and Elaborate 
Declamation againſt Popery; and when he has wrought up the 
Figure to a height, to make it Terrible and Odious, his next 
buſineſs is to tell the People, that this Gobling is coming in 
among them, and to poſleſs the Multitude with the Appre- 
henhon of a Forned Conſpiracy againſt our Religion and Go- 
vernment : And this too, under the Countenance of an H:/to- 
rical Deduftion of Affairs; but with the Faith of a Feſuitical 
Legend; wherein all the Kings 24:niters are in general terms 
branded for Conſpirators. 

His hand being now in, he is refolv*d to go thorough-ſtitch, 
and nothing ſcapes him that falls in his way : He makes the 
Houſe of Lords (P. 712.) to be Felon of it ſelf; and (p. 82.) 
Non Compos;, Arraigning their Proceedings in ſeveral Caſes 
with Boldneſs and Contempt. But he makes a great deal 
bolder yet with the Houſe of Commons ; he divides them into 
three Parts. It ts too notorious to be conceaÞd (lays he,-P. 73.) 
that near a third part of the Houſe, have Beneficial Offices under 
his Majeſty in the Privy Council, the Army, the Navy, the Law, 
the Houſhold, the Revenue both in England, and Ireland, or in at- 
tendance upon his Majeſties Perſon, Upon this Exception, he 
expounds 
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expounds himſelf, that ? to be fear? d, their Gratitude to their 
Maſter, with their own Intereſt, may tempt them beyond their Obli- 
gation to the Publick, What can be more Audacious than this 
Charge upon King, Lords, and Commons, in the Face of 4 Sir- 
ting Parliament ? He ſays, that it # tos notorious to be conceal'd, 
Gc. And where's the Crime, or the Shame, I beſeech you, for 
an Officer of the Kings, to be a Member of the Houſe of Com- 
mons ? As if he that has an Office, and he that has none, had 
not both of them the ſame Maſter ; or that a man might not 
as well be a Knave without an Office, as with it. This was 
the Complaint alſo of 4.1. againſt Officers, till the Complai- 
nants had gotten thoſe Offices themſelves, and then all was 
quiet. This is only a flier way of declaring the Kings Ser- 
vants Enemies to the Kingdom, and Erefting an Oppoſition 
betwixt the Common, and inſeparable Intereſts of his Maje- 
ſty, and his Subjects. Beſide that, the ſame Reaſon woald 
reach to the Excluding of the Kings Servants from any other 
Truſt in the Government, as well as from that of a Member in 
the Houſe of Commons; and his Majeſtics Favour ſhould at 
that rate incapacitate any man for Publick bufineſs. If the Li- 
beller had open*d his mouth a little wider, he would have told 
us in plain Exgl:ſ, that there are three or four of 0/;ve-*s Old 
Servants out of Office, and that the King is ſtrangely over- 
ſeen to beſtow his Boons upon a Company of Fellows that ne- 
ver had any hand in the bringing of him to the Crown, by the 
Murther of his Father, as they did. But yet he is content up- 
on ſome terms, that they may be admitted, provided that they 
ao not croud into the Houſe in numbers beyond Modeſty, (pag. 74-) 
which may ſeem to be ſome amends for the Raſcals he made 
of them the very Page before. Swppoſe ( lays he) that the One- 
ſton concerning this Prorogation, were by. the Cufom of Parlia- 
ments tobe. juſtifi?d, (which hath. nat beea done hitherto) yer who 
that deſires to muintitn the Reputation of an Honeſt Man, would 
not have laid hold:upen. ſo plauſiole an occaſion, to b7eq', Company, 
wn ut was grown fo ſcandxstous ? And then he aſſigns the mat- 
r-r of Scanda'. For its too notorious (lays he) robe conceald, 
tat near a third part of the Honufe have Beneficial Offices under 
his Maj:ſty, &'c. Here's a great deal of buſineſs done in one 
Pericd. Firſt, He pronounces this Parliament void, and con- 
ſequently all their Proceedings to be Nullities. Secondly, He 

will 
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will not allow any man to be honeſt, that right or wrong 
would not improve the opportunity of breaking this Parlia- 
ment. Thirdly, He makes the Hinſe of Commens to be ſcanda- 
lis Company, and ſcaudalous for having Benefictal Offices under 
bs Majeſty. The firſt time that ever I heard the Kings Bounty 
was 2 Scandal to any man. But to my Point. 

Aad yet (ſays he, P. 79.) Theſe Gentlemen being full, and al- 
ready in Employment, ave more good naturd, and l:ſs dangerons to 
the Publick,, than thoſe that are hungry, and out of office, who m 
by probable Computation make another third part of this Hauſe 
of Commons. Anda while after, They are all of them, he ſays, 
to be bought, and ſold. And when he goes on; (P.78.) there is 
a third part ſtill remaining , bat as contrary in themſelves, as 
Light and Darkneſs. Theſe are either the worſt, or the beſt of men 
The firſt are moſt profiigate perſons, &c. Concluding (P. 79.) 
That zt « leſs difficult to conceive how Fire was firft brought to 
Light in the World, than how any thing good could ever be pro- 
duc'd ont of a Houſe of Commons fo Cornftituted. And (Þ. 149.) 
he calls them #his Houſe, or BARN of Commons; treating the 
Members accordingly. They lift themſelves (ſays he) into ſome 
Court-Fattion, and it is as well known among them to what Lord 
-—_ of them retain, as when formerly they wore Coats ana 
Baapes. 

And he has not done with them yet neither ; for nothing 
will do his Job, but a Final Diſſolution ; Conſidering, (ſays he, 
Pa; 81.) how doubtful a Foot this long Parliament now ſtood upon 

y this long Prorogarion, there could not have been a more Legal, or 
however., no more Wiſe and Honeſt a thing done, than for both the 
Lords ana Commons to have ſeparated themſelves, &c. I 
could wiſh that he had not appeaPd from the Legality of the 
thing, to the Wi/dom and Honeſty of it : But however Legal, 
or not Legal, the thing is to be done : for he knows very 
well, that ſo long as this Houſe of Commons continues in be- 
ing, Rebellion can never turn up Trump again. But it was 0- 
therwiſe order?d, he ſays, and ſo he betakes himſelf to an Expe- 
riment of Tampering all the Grand Furies in England, to Pe- 
tition for a New Parliament, upon the Credit of his Story con- 
cerning the Corruptions of this. Wherein by the foul Re- 
fleftions he has paſt upon many Perſons of Known and Eminent 
Example, for Piety, Integrity, and Moderation, he has utter- 


ly 
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ly diſappointed the Malice of his Scandal upon the reſt, It 
was well enough ſaid, methought, by a Worthy Member of 
the Houſe of Commons ;, Do not you ſee, ſays he, how they have 
Libeld me in that damn'd Lift of the Parltament-men? One 
told him that he was miſtaken, for his Name was not int, 


Why, that*s the buſineſs, fays he, for *tis only a Libel upon thoſe 


that are left out. Nay, rather than fail, he does as good as ad- 
viſe a down-right InſurreCtion, (in theſe words, p. 155.) I is 
10w come to the fourth Aft ({ays he) and the next Scene that opens, 
nay be Rome, or Paris, (by the Plot, it ſhould be rather Gene- 
va, Or Edinburgh) yet men ſit by, like idle Speftators, and ſtill 
give Money toward their own Tragedy. And why does he blame 
them for Sitting by ? And like Idle SPECT AT ORS? un- 
leſs he would have them enter into Tumult, and Ation. A ve- 
ry fair Encouragement to make men beſtir themſelves, and 
without more Ceremony, lay violent hands upon the Publick. 
Good God ! That ever ſuch a Creature as this ſhould pro- 
Pound to himſelf by the daſh of a Pen, to move the Foundati- 
ons of the Engliſh Government, 


From the Parliament, he deſcends to the Fudges. Alas! 
(ſays he) the Wiſdom and Probity 6f the Law went off, for the 
moſt part. with Good Sir Matthew Hales, and Fuſtice is made a 
meer Property. And then he raves upon the conſtant Irregulari- 
ties, and Tnjuſtice from Term to Term, of thoſe that adminiſter 
the Fudicature betwixt his Majeſty, and his People (P. 154.) This 
Poyſonous Arrow (meaning the Choice of tne Judges) ſ?rikes to 
the very Heart of Government, and could come from no Quiver, 
but that of the Conſpirators. What French Counſel, what 
Standing Forces, what Parliamentary Bribes, what National 
Oaths, and all the other Machinations of wicked men have not yet 
been able to effett, may be more compendiouſly atted by Twelve 
Tudges in Scarlet (p.66.) And is not this directly 41 again ? 
When no Zadges would ſerve the turn, but thoſe that betray'd 
the People to S/avery, and his Sacred Majeſty to the Scaffold : 
He has another Fling at the Sheriffs. If any Worthy Perſon (fays 
he, p. 80.) chance to carry the Eleftion, ſome Mercenary or Cor- 
rupt Sheriff makes a double Return ; and 1o the Cauſe is handed 
to the Committee of Elections, cc. And truly he does not 
givcelther the King, or the Monarchy of England, much bet- 
ter 
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ter Quarter than he allows thereſt ; as you ſhall ſee by and 
by : So that nething leſs than the rkorough Reformation of 41. 
will do the work of 77. And the whole Frame of the Govern- 
ment mult be unhing'd, to gratifie the Caprice of a Pragmati- 
cal Male-content. 


The Paſſion and 7alice of the Libeller is ſo evident, that he 
does half confeſs it himſelf, by an Anticipation of the Charge. 
The Relator ( ſays he, Pag. 155-) foreſees that he ſhall on both 
hands be blanvd for purſuing this Method. Some on the one fide 
will expett that the very Perſons ſhould have been nad ; whereas 
he only gives Evidence to the Fatt, and leaves the Malefaftors to 
thoſe that have tbe Power of Enquiry. If he can but acquit him- 
ſelf on the other hand for writing the Libel, as well as on this 
for not naming the Perſons, he will do well enough. For fir/# , 
[tis not his buſineſs to prove, but to defame. Secondly , The 
naming of Particulars would have reſtraiwd the Calumny : 
whereas his work is to wound all the Kings Miniſters that faith- 
fully adhere to their Maſter in the generality of the ſcandl. 
Thirdly ;, He jadges it ſafer, and more expzdient to amuſe the 
multitude with jealon/zes that cannot be di/prov?d, than point- 
blank to faſten upon Particalars an Acculation that cannot be 
prov'd. What does he mean by ſaying that he gives Evidence 
tothe Faſt? It is the firſt Libel certainly that ever was given 
in Evidence. But where's the Relator himſelf all this white, 
upon whoſe bare word Parliaments are to be Diſloii?d ; Mi- 
niſters of State Arraign'd , Judges diſplac*d, and the whole 
Government new ModelÞd ? What if he ſhould appear, and 
be fourd at laſt to have been one of O/:ver's Cava! ? Would 
any man deſire a more competent Witneſs for Charles rhe Se- 
cond, than the Afurtherer of Charles the Firſt ? But he has 
been ſo us*d to call the King himſelf 77aytor, that he may be 
allow?d to call his Friends Conſpirators. 


On the other hand (fays he, pag. 155.) ſome will repreſent this 
Diſcourſe (as they do all Books that tend to deteft their Conſpiracy 
againſt his Majeſty, and Kingdom) as if ut were written againſt 
the Goverament. For now of late, as ſoon as any Man 1s gotten 
into Publick. Employment by ill Acts, and by worſe continnes it ; 
ke, if ir pleaſe the Fates, is nes actos” the Coverument, _ 
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by being Criminal, pretends to te Sacred, This 1s only crying 
Whore firſt, to call thoſe people Conſpirators, who are likely 
to cenſure him for a Libeilcy ; which with his Learned leave, 
is but a Courſe Figure neither;and runs much better in the Coz 
mon Pilling ſezte of Yen are a Knave your ſelf to ſay that Pm 
one. Which in few words is all that's 11t. For he dces not 
ofter fo mach as one f{yllable in his Juſtification, but with a- 
nothcr Lalh or two at the Kings Miniſters, winds up his Pe- 
ried. Now of lite, ſays he, (he means, I ſuppoſe, ſince Olver 
went our of Play ) as ſcon as ary Man is gotten into Tublich 
Employmeit by ill -&s, &c. He ſhovid do well to conſider who 
Go\crys, before he ſays that Villany is the ready way to Pre- 
ferment ; Fe, if it pleaſe the Fates, is thcnceforward the Go- 
veriment, ard by being Criminel, pretends to be Szcred. I an- 
{wer, That inthe Cale of a Publick and Eegal Accuſation, the 
Miniſter is not the Government ; for the Charge terminates 
in, and operates no further than his Perſon ; but in the Af- 
tront of a nameleſs, and Indefinite Libel, the King himſelf is 
wounded ina General Refletion upon his Miniſters ; for it 
is his Choice, and Commiſſion, not the Officers Miſdemeanour, 
that is there in Queſtion : Nor does he pretend to be Sacred 
becauſe he is Criminal ;, but the Libelter (who ſtill writes after 
the Remonſtrance) makes every thing Criminal that 1s Sacred, 
and gives the Conſtruttion of Rebellion to Loyalty, and of Loy- 
alty to Rebellion. 


But if there be not Miſchief in the very Project of this Li- 
bel, there's nothing at all in*t; for I cannot frame to my ſelf 
the leaſt colour, or poſſibility of any other End. He ſays, /: 
was his Deſign indeed to give Information, but not to turn Infor- 
mer. That isto ſay, he would ſet the people together by the 
Ears, and no body ſhould know who did it. Now ſee the End 
he propounds. Thr thoſe (ſays the Relator) to whom he ha 
only a Publick, Enmity, no private Animoſity, might have the Pri- 
viledge of States-men ts repent at the laſt hour, and by one ſingle 
Attion to expiate all their former miſdemeanours. Which is &en 
as Civila way as a body would wiſh, of recommending a Pub- 
Iick Miniſter to his laſt Prayer. It remains now to ſpeak a 
word to the Timing of his Enterprize, which, in a wicked 
tenſe, 1s in truth the Glory of it. 
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I ſhall not need to ſpeculate upon the Power, and Deſigns 
cf France, the deplorable State of Flanders, or the Conle- 
quences that muſt inevitably retlect upon Exgland in the loſs 
of the Spaniſh Netherlands : the matter being agreed upon at 
all hands, that an Union of Aﬀections, Counſels, and Inte- 
reſts, was never more neceſlary to this Nation than at this in- 
ſtant it is; and that delay is Deathto us. This being given for 
granted, 1t 1s likewiſe as certain, that nothing under Heaven, 
but the Credit of this Sitting Parliament, and the Bleſſing of 
aFair Underſtanding betwixt his Majeſty,and his Two Houſes, 
can preſerve this Kingdom, (Morally ſpeaking.) from Irrepa- 
rable Ruine. And yet this is the Critical Juncture that the Li- 
beller has made choice of, for the hlaſting both of the Go- 
vernment, and the Adminiſtration of it; for the violent Diſ- 
ſolution even of this moſt neceſſary Parliament ; for the ſow- 
ing of Jealouſjes, and alienating the Peoples Hearts from 
their Duty to their Sovereign. Let the World now judge be- 
twixt the Libeller, and the pretended Cnſpirators; who are 
more probably the Penſioners of France; thoſe that are only 
Calumniated 1n the Dark, and without any proof}, or the leaſt 
colour of it, or the Calumniators themſelves, (I mean, the Li- 
beller, and his Adherents) who are doing all that is poſlible 
toward the Facilitating of the Work of Frazc:, and the put- 
ting of England out of Condition to defend it ſelf, What is 
it, I beſeech you, that can now ſupport us in this Exizent, but 
the Wiſdom and Reputation of a Parliament 2? which they 
are at this very inſtant, labouring to defame and diflolve : di- 
ſrafting and dividing the Nation, at a time when our beſt U- 
nion 1s little enough to preſerve vs; and obitructing thoſe 
Parliamentary ſupplies, without which we muſt unavoidably 
periſh : For it 1s to this Sellion, that the Libelter directs the 
Mock of Still giving Afoney toward their own | fhnaers But 
ſure we are not ſo mad yer, as to take the Subyerters of our 
Church and State, for the Advocates of our Reli7ion and Free- 
dm. 1 would know, in the next place, What any man can 
ſay to excuſe his Growth of Popery, from being a daring, and a 
Jpireful Libel againſt the King, and his Government. And 1 
all begin with the Liberties he takes with his Majeſty, ſome- 
time in direct Terms, and otherwhile under the Blind of the 

Conſpirators. 
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Speaking of the Shutting up of the Exchequer (pag. 31.) The 
Crown (ſays he) wade Prize of the Sub;et, and broke all Faith, 
and Ctrait ar Home, tn oraer to the breaking of them abroad with 
myre advantage, Toe Copy Fas inthis Point out-done the Orizz- 
nal ; for the Remoniffr. its were in Arms, before they prefun'd to 

Vord it at this aucacious height, Take it in the In'olent Re. 
preluntation of the Fact; Thz malicious Cenſtr-:c4ion and Pre- 
{umption of the inteat 3 and to both thele, add the ſordid man- 
rer of Refle..iing upon an extraordinary thing cone upon an 
extraordinary occalion; and w. ercin the Subj:& has fince recci- 
ved lo ample and genzrous fatisfationz The Clamour is fo foul, 
«s if an Emptian Prague were broken inupon vs, and the Free: 
of Gear crept intothe King?s Coumbers, And tis mnch at the 
tame Rate, that, he 1:cats the King about his Pec/arurion of In- 
aulrence, (pa3. 3%) Herevy (lays he.) allthe Pencl Lows arainſ 
Papiſts, for wich former Parliaments bad given ſo m ny Supplics, 
and arainſt N on-conformiſts, for which this Parl:ameat had play'd 
more larcely, weie at one tiiſtaut Suſpended in order to defraud the 
Nation of all that Rel1zion, which they bad fo dearly purchaſed, &c, 
Obſerve here how ungratcfully he charges the De/t7» of this De- 
cliration to be the a: frauding the Nation of their Religion ;, which 
on the contrary waz a maniicſt Conceſſion, only to gratifie the 
reſtlels {inportunities of his own Gang. And fee what fport he 
makes, but five or fix Lines further, with the very Reaſon of 
that Law which he takes here ſo hainoufly to be ſuſpended. 7: 
appears (lays he) at the firſt ſizht, that Men ought to enjoy the ſunt 
Sropriety and Protection in their Confciences, which they have in 
their Lives, Liberties, and Eitates ; But that to takg away theſe in 
Penalty for tae ot2er, 15 meerly a more Legal and Gentile Way of 
Paciding upon the Road of Heaven, and that it 1s only for want 
cf Money, and for wart of Religion, that men taks theſe deſpe- 
rate Crarſes, Now, by his Favour, there is a preat Diſparity 
betwixt a Pretence to Propriety, and Proteition in Conſciences, and 
a Pretence to tiem, in Lrves, Liberties, and Eſtates; for the 
Latter arelyable to Yzolence, and may be taken away, bur the o- 
ther ca: not, Andnow he talks of Padding upon this Road; The 
Remonſtrants (as | remember) were very good at it, That drov? 
avay from their Churches, 85 Miniſters, of 99, within the Walls of 
London. We'll agree inthe matter with him, that want of M- 
ney, and want of Religion, will put Men upon deſperate Courſes ;, for 
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my charity perſwades me, He would never have written theſe Li- 
belseiſe. He is alittle poſitive, methinks, in Averring that a 
Great Lord loſt his Place for defending the Proteſtant Religion, 
(pag. 44.) But he has forgotten the Statute of his own Cirrng, 
(pap. 15.) that makes it Jnc.zpactty, for ſaying that the the King 
is a Papſt, or an Jutroducer of Pepery :, and that it was the Ring 
himfelfrhat remov'd his Lordſhip, And what do you think ofhis 
Irony (pag. 43.) where he ſays, That the Parliament by the 
Confpirators good Leave, was admitted to ſit again at the day ap- 
pointed, Heteils us of another Aﬀeair too, pag. 51; which being 
tranſmitted to his Majeſty, was eaſily chang*dints a Court Intrigue 
and (pag. 63.) That rhe Conſpirator; might ſo repreſent things ro 
his Majeſty, as to wncenje again#t the Parltament, and diſtruſting all 
Parliamentary Advice, to take Corncel from Themfelyes, from 
France, 44 from Neceſſity. 


In this D:ſloyal and irreverent Licence, he drops you a word 
ortwo now and then, before he 1s aware, againſt the King him- 
ſelf, and other whiles, diſcharges his Malice to the Goveramert, 
vpon the Heads of Publick Miniſters. The SubjeR Matter of his 
Complaint is a Tendency of Counſels 'and Actions towards Ty- 
ran.y, and Popery. But the King (ſays he, pag- 4.) can do no 
wrong ; and fo gocs on, mor can he receive wrong. What 1s this, 
but a Juſtification of all the Violences that were ated upon the 
late Kz2g;, even to the very Murther of him 3 under that Mor- 
tal, and Treaſonous Diftinftion betwixt his Authority and his 
Perſon ? And an Allowance, that the ſame Courte may be taken 
with his Royal-Succefſours ? The King can receive no wrong ; (he 
lays) What does he mean by this? Is not his Majefties reath in 
his Noſtrils? Is he not Fleſh and Bloud # Is not his Body lyable 
to Wounds, Diſtewpers, Impriſonment, and Death ? He?ll tell 
you, Yes; But this is not the Xx ING, but the MH AN, the 
PERSON: Butthe XING, all this while, that is to fay, 
the Autbority, is Sacred and Invulnerable. 


Now for Peace, and Brevity ſake, Let us ſuppoſe that this 
Charge of a Popiſh, and Arbitrary Deſign, does neither intend 
nor refle& any 1mputation upon his Majefty ; (his Religion, and 
his Tenderneſs of Nature being unqueſtionable) lt is yet 4 worſe 
Libel another way. Worle (I fay) both as to the Drift, and - 
tne 
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the Scandal of it, by how much Contempt is more dangerous to a 
Prince, than Hatred; For he employes his utmoſt Skill to Repre- 
{ent his Majeſty only Paſte in all his AdminiFrations, and ſo to 
leſſon the indubitable Fame of his Royal Prudence, and Courape 
among his Peoplce 


You ſee, S:7, the Freedom he takes with the King and his 1:- 
niſters; The next Point, will be to enquire, how he ſtands affect- 
ed ro the Government it lelf, The Suijetls (fays he, pag. 3.) re» 
tain their Proportion in the Legiſlature. In which ſaying, he makes 
them Partners of the Sovereignty \, and turns the Monarchy of 
England into a Tripartite and Coordinate Government ; which is 
as well deftruQive of Parliaments, on the One Hand, as of Rey- 
alty on the Other. Upon the Admittance of this Coordination, 
any Two of the Three may deftroy the Third: the Two Houſes 
may deſtroy the K:»g, and the King, with Either of the Houſes, 
may deſtroy the Other. Which if itbe 1o, what Prince that is 
Imperial in the Intervals, would ever hazard the Dethroning of 
himſelf by a Seſſion? The making of Laws ts a peculiar ang in- 
communicable Privilege of the Supreme Power, and the Office of 
the Two Houſes in this Caſe is only Conſaltive, or Preparatory, 
but the CharaRer of Power reſts in the Final Santtion, which is 
in the King :And EffcAually the Paſſing of a Bil, is but the 
granting of a Requeſt : The T wo Houſes make the Bill; *tis true, 
but the Kg makes the Law ; and ?tis the Sramp, not the atter, 
that makes it Current : Nor does the Subjett any otherwiſe make 
L2ivs, then the Petztio;.er makes Orders of Council, 


[cis a Suſpicious, and Ill-looking Paſſige that he has, pag. 14. 
As to Matter of Government, ſays he; If to murther the King, 
be (certainly it ) a Fatt ſo horrid, (he does not ſay how hor- 
ri) how much more hainous ts it to Aſſaſſinate the Kingdom ? Here 
3s fir involv'd in this Clauſe, the Depoſing Poſition of 41, that 
the King is Singults major, Univerſts minor : For it is clear that 
the Compariſon was only made to draw on the Prefereace, and to 
poſſets the People that: they have a greater Prize at Stakein the 
bazard of their Re/igz07, than in the T ye of their Civ! Ovbeatence. 
(rae very Tranfl4tion (till of 41.) And for their further Encou- 
ragement, he tells them (pag. 4.) that we have the [ame Rizht 
(modeſtly underſtood in our Propriety, that the Priice hath in his 
Rezaluy ; 
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Regality : which carries with it an [nmerdo, that the Kimg may 
as well Forfeit his Crown, as the Subject his Free-hold. It can- 
not be imagin'd that all theſe IL eading and Deſperate Hints 
ſhould fall from a Man of Brains and Senſe by Chance; and 
you {ec the whole Tract takes the ſame Byaſs. 


No King of England (ſays he, pag. 58.) had ever /o oreat a 
Trcaſnre of his Peoples affeftions, excepr what thoſe if men have 
(as they have done all the reſt) conſun” d ;, whom, but ont of an 
Exceſs of Love to his perſon, the Kingdom would never ( for it ne- 
ver did formerly) ſo long have ſufjed. Heres ſtill the Croco- 
dile of 4.1. nothing but Love and Reverence to his late Maje- 
ſty too, rill his Head was off. But let us reaſon the matter in 
aword. Theſe ill mea have no Names, it ſeems; ſo that any 
Man that”s near the King, is by this Libeller ſet up for a Mark 
tothe Outrage of the people. And then he ſays, The Kin- 
dom weuld never have ſuffer d them. Who are they, I pray, that 
he calls the X7gdom, but the Rabble ſtill of 41. the Execrable 
Inſtruments of that Rebellion, and the Hopes of another ? But if 
the Kingdom would not ſuffer it, what would he have them do 
to help themſelves ? The Law is open, in Caſe of any Legal 
Impeachment, and ?tis too early days yet for a Tumult. 


In his Deſcant upon the Teſt, he is wonderfully free of his 
Figures. Newer (ſays he, pag. 59.) was ſo much ſenſe containd 
in ſo few words ;, no Conveyancer could ever in more Compendious, 
or binaing Terms, have drawn a Diſſettlement of the whole Birth- 
right of England. This Teſt has made a great noiſe, and it 
will be worth the while to examine what is ſaid againſt it. The 
Form of it is as follows, 


I A.B. do declare that it is not lawful upon any pretence what- 
foever to take up Arms againſt the King ;, and that I do abhor that 
Trayterous Poſition of taking Arms by his Authority, againſ# his 
Perſon, or againſt thoſe that are Commuſſion'd by him in Purſuance 
of ſuch Commiſſion. And I do ſwear that I will not at any time 
endeavour the alteration of the Government, either in Church or 
State. So help me God. 


He 
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He ſays, pag. 57. That was thrown out of the Houſe in the 
Plague-year at Oxford , for fear of a general Infettion of thi 
Vitals of this Kingdom; whereas in truth, It was brought into 
the Houſe as an Antidote againſt that Poyſor which had ſer22d 
the Vitals of this Kingdom already z and amounts to no more 
than the Unſwearing of that on the behalf of the Govern- 
ment, which had been formerly ſworn forthe deſtruftion of it, 
The Author of A Letter from a Perſon of Quality, &e. 'calls 
it, P. 1. STAT E-MASTER-PIECE, and deſigwd 
to theſe Ends. Firſt, To make a diſtintt Party, from the reſt of 
the Nation, of the High Epiſcopal Man, and the Old Cavalier, 
Now I took it rather to be a Deſign of Uniting all Parties, 
under one Common Bond of Duty, and Obedience to the Go- 
vernment: And where that could not be obtain'd, to diſtin- 
guiſh who were for the Government, and who againſt it ; for 
the late King was murther*d upon this very DiſtinCtion be- 
twixt his Authority and his Perſon. Nor is there any Govern- 
ment upon the Face of the Earth, without ſome Obligation up- 
on the Subject, Equivalent to this Teſt. 


Next , ſays he, they deſign to have the Government of the 
Church ſwora to as Unalterable, and ſo Tacitly own?d to be of 
Divine Right. This, under favour , is a Fallacy. The Tet 
does not concern it ſelf, whether the Government be Change- 
able, or not, but only provides that the State may be ſerv'd 
with Magiſtrates and Officers, that ſtand well Aﬀected to the 
Eſtabliſhment. Thoſe that do fo, will never ſcruple the Oath; 
and for thoſe that do not, it is the very intent of it to d:{cri- 
ninate, and to exclude them : And to encounter the Cove- 
ant, by Virtue of which they diflolv?d the late Government, 
with an Oth never to endeavour any further Alteration in this. 
And certainly, a man may better {wear the Maintaining of a 
Government accordizg to the Law, than the alteration of it 4a- 
gainſt Law. 


Thirdly, ſzys the Author of the Letter, 1» Requital to the 
Crown, they declare the Government Abſolute, and Arbitrary, and 
allow Monarchy, as well as Epiſcopacy, to be Jure Divino, and 
aot to be bounded, or limited by Humane Laws. 


How 
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How this Teſt does either declare, or pretend the Government 
to be abſolute, and arbitrary, I cannot imagine : But on the con- 
trary, every man is ty'd by it from endeavouring to make it fo, 
ifit be not fo already, in Swearing that he will not any time endea- 
vour the Alteration of #t. And then in his Explication of the 
meaning of Church, and Srare in the Teſt, by Monarchy and E- 
piſcopacy in his Refleftion upon it 3 he has done us a greater kind- 
neſs than he was awarc of; for he has wholly difappointed the 
Spight, and the Intent of his next Clauſe. And (as he goes 
0n) to ſecure all this, They reſolveto take away the Power and Op- 
portunity of Parliaments ; to alter any thing in Church or State,on- 
ly leave thew as an Inſtrument to raiſe Money, and to paſs ſuch 
Laws, as the Court, andChureb ſhall have a mindto: The Attempt 
of any other, how neceſſary ſorver, muſt be no leſs a Crime than 
Perjury. 


Scenow whether or no this be fair dealing. It is, by his own 
Confeſhion, the Form of Monarchy, and the Order of Epiſcopa- 
cy, The Goverment it {elf, and not the Adminiſtration of it, that 
s here in Queſtion. He would have it belicv'd, That by this 
Teft, Parliaments are barr*d upon pain of Perjury from attempting 
any Alteration 1 N Church O K State ; Whereas they are left ac 
Liberty to debate what Alterations they pleaſe in the Pares of the 
Government, provided they do not ſtrike at the Root of the Go- 
vernment it ſelf. And the Deliberation and Refult of the whole 
matter, is no more than this. Many of the People (and all the 
Principles) are yet living, that deſtroy?d the Ring, and the Bi- 
ſhops in the laſt Rebellion : Let us have a Care of the ſame Hands 
apain, and truft none of them in the Government but under an 
Oath ; not to endeavour the Alreration of it : That is to fay, of 
the Monarchy into a Republick;, or of Epiſcopacy into Presbytery , 
4 they did before. And this was the clear Scope of theTeft. 


The Author of the Growth of Popery, diſcourſing upon. thus 
Subje ; There « nothing (lays he, pag.' 57) more Parteutous, + 
and of worſe Omen, than when ſuchan Oath hangs over a Natiae 
hike a New Comer, foreboding the Alteration of Religion or Go- 
vernment. | 
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A Word firſt to the Oxth, which, for want of an Eprthere ty 
expreſs the heinouſneſs of it ; The Zybeljer ſo Emphatically calls 
SUCH an Oath. Itis an Oath founded upon the ſame confiderati. 
on with the Oath of Alegiance,and direted to the ſame End;and 
every jot as neceſſary under this King, as that was under-hig 
Grand-father. - The Jeſuted Papiſts had invited the Spaniard ty 
Invade England: The ,;eſuited Proteſtants in the late Rebellion did 
in like manner apply themſelves to the French. The Former laid 
a Plot for the Blowing up of the Parliament ;, The Other execy. 
ted the Plot of deſtroying Parliaments, changing the Government, 
and murthering the King, The People were milled in the One 
Cafe, upon the Feſwitical Principle, that a Prince being Excom- 
municate by the Pope, the SubjeR is diſcharg'd of his Duty to 
him; and they were ſeduced in the other, by a Perſuaſion that 
the Sacred Charater of a King Reſts in the Authority, and is ſe 
parabic from the Perſon : which Authority they lodg?*d in the Two 
Houſes, and ſo did their Buſineſs. This Practice of rhe Feſaute; 
occaſion'd the Oath of Allegiance in the Statute 30 Facebs, Entit- 
led an Att for the diſcovering and Kepreſſing of Popiſh Recuſants, 
In which Oath you have this Clauſe. Azd 1 do further ſwear 
that I do from my heart deteſt and abjure, as impiou and Heretical, 
t his damnable Dorine, and Poſition, That Princes which be Ex- 
communicated, or deprived bythe Pope, may be depoſed or Murther'd 
by their Subjefts, or any other whatſoever. Here was an Af fon 
the D:/covering and Repreſſing of Popiſh Recuſants, with an Oath, 
under 4 Penalty, and a Declaration againſt, and an Abhorrence of 
that impious Poſition, whereupon the Treafons of thoſe Times 
were founded: And why not a Proviſion as well againſt thoſe 
People that with premeditated Malice, aswcll as Ambition, over- 
turn'd the late Government; and againſt that Principle of divi- 
ding his Majefties Authority from his Perſorr,which was the Coun- 
tenance and Support of the late Rebellion: Take it in ſhort.and 
the Teft is but a Supplement to the Oath of Alegiance. The 
Scottiſh FaRion impos'd upon the People that they might be true 
to the K:ng, though they Levy?d Arms againſt his Perſon : and 
the end of this Oath is only to expound That Poſition to be Trea- 
fonows, and to ſecure the Government for the ſuture againſt men 
of ſuch Principles; according to equity and conſcience, and to- 
the common pratice z and according to the prudence of all well- 
order'd Statcs. q 
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Is this the Oath now that he calls SUCH anOath ? The 
Oath, than which there is nothing more Portentous, and of wor fe | 
Omen ro a Nation ? He has forgotten the Fore-boding, and Por- 
tentous Omens of Forty One, and the Dire Events of thoſe Pre- 
fages. What do you think of a deliberate Deſign, to ſpoil 
the Crown, the Church, and the Subjett: And all this in the 
Name of God, for the Honour of the Xzng, and the Good of 
the People? And then the Entitling of Providence to all the 
Advantages that the Faction got by the Ruine of Three King- 
doms ? Here's the unrepented Guilt of Sacr:ledge, Treaſon, and 
Blond, to the Higheſt Degree, and ſo Tranſcendent an Ingrati- 
tde, that ſome of the very men that were pardon?d for one 
Rebellion, are now the Advocates for another. If theſe Pra- 
ices ſhould be ſuffer*d, there would be no need to conſult the 
Stars for a Prognoſtick of Change of Government. 


The Oaths (ſays he, pag. 58.) in our late Kings time taught 
the Phanaticks , becanſe they could not ſwear, yet to Covenant. 
His memory fails him, I perceive, for the Covenant was a-foot 
in Scor/and before any Oaths complain®d of here; by the To- 
ken that the Aſſembly at Glaſgow, in 1638. came to this Reſo- 
lation upon the point. 7 #5 lawful for Subjefts to Covenant and 
Combine, wathout the King, and enter into a Bond of mutual De- 
fence againſt im. Take notice next, that the Oath complain®d 
of, was the Oath ex Officio, which Oath was aboliſh*d, before 
any Covenanting 1 England : And he is fo much out again, . in 
laying that the Phanatichs Covenanted, &Cc. becauſe they con!d not 
ſwear, that in truth they Covenanted, becauſe they car'd not what 
they ſwore. Witneſs their Covenants, Negative Oaths, and Oath 
of Abjuration, in Oppoſition to. their Oaths of Allegiance, and 
Canonical Obedience : T here was no Componnaing, no living in 
their Quarters, without Swearing. There was an Oath, given 
at a Communion at F:fe, obliging peopie not to take the 
Kings Covenant ; And 7t was one Condition upon the Treaty at 
the Iſle of Wight, thu his Majeſty himſelf ſhould give aſſurance 
by Solemn Oath under his Hand, and Seal, for ſettlins Religion 
according to the Covenant : So that they made no Conſcience 
{you ſee) either of Swearing, or Forſwearing ; either of ta- 
king Oaths themſelves, or or forcing them upon others for the 
advancement of their Deſign. 

D 2 He 
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He takes Exception (pag. 59.) to the rwo Declaratory Points 
of the Teſt. Firſt, Thet « 5s nor lawful upon any pretence what- 
ſoever, to take up Arms againſt the King. And he reaſons the 
matter in theſe words ; 1: were difficult ts inflance a Law. ei- 
ther 11 this, or other Countr Y but t hat A private man, if any King 
in Chriſtendom aſſault him, may, having Retreated to the Wall, 
ſtand upon his Guard. That 1s to ſay, a private man may kill 
his Prince in his own Defence. For he puts this Caſe in oppo- 
ſition to the Declaration , only tranſlating the raking up of 
Arms againſt the King, into a Man's Standing upon his Guard, 
All thats honeſt in't is this, that he refuſes to declare that to 
be unlawful, which he holds to be lawful. 


His ſecond Scruple is, The Abhorrence of that Trayterow 
Poſition of taking Arms by hs Authority, again{t his Perſon, or 
againſt thoſe that are Commiſſioned by him, in purſnance of ſuch 


pon ameniton. Here (lays he) 3s neither Tenour, or Rule of 
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ſuch Commiſſion ſpecif2d, ner the Qualification of thoſe which 
ſhall be Armed with ſuch Commiſſions, expreſſed, or limited. 


The Author of this Frivolous Shift, knows very well, that 
the Rules and Meaſures of Commiſſions vary according to the 
Circumſtances of Time, Place, Fatt, Perſon; that the Qualifi- 
cation of the Commiſſioner daes not at all operate upon the Au- 
thority of the Commiſſion ;, and that if the Bill were drawn out 
to the length of the Book of Martyrs, there would not yet be 
room enough to obviate all Cavils, and Objections. But in the 
next Page, he ſpeaks his mind a little plainer, 


As ts the Commiſſion, (ſays he) #f it be ro rake away a Mais 
Eſtate, or his Life by force, yet it is the Kings Commiſſion: or if 
the Perſon Commiſſionate be under never ſo many Diſabilities by 
Alts of Parliament ; yet hus taking this Oath, removes all thoſe 
Incapaeities, or his Commiſſion makes it not diſputable. 


This Seditious Hint (for I cannot call ir an Argument) lies 
open ſo many ways, that I am only ata loſs where to begin 
with it. Firſt, Let the Commiſſion, and Commiſſioner be what 
they will, zo Mar is to be a Fudge in his own Cauſe ; but the 
Law muſt be the Fudge both of the Legality of the 03ze, and 
the 
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the Capacity of the other. Secondly, If upon this ground ar 
injur?d Perſon may take Arms, in one Caſe ; fo may a Criminal, 
upon the bare pretence of it in any other : For ?tis but ſaying 
that the Commiſſion 3s unwarrantable, or that the Officer is a Raſ- 
cal, and there?s his Juſtification. Thirdly, Suppoſe a doxble 
abuſe in Manner, as is here ſuggeſted ; that abx/e does not yet 
void the Authority, to which the Law on the one ſide requires 
obedience, or at leaſt ſubmiſſion; and there is no Law, on the 
ether ſide, that allows reſiſtance. Fourthly, The End and Pro- 
ſpeCt of all Laws is Publick Convenience, and there was never 
any Law invented, ſo profitable to a Community, but it was in 
ſome reſpect or other, to the detriment of ſome particulars : 
So that the very admittance of his ſuppoſitions, does not at 
all affect the Reaſon of the Teſt, if the benefir be general on 
the oe hand, and the Aiſchief only particular on the other. 
How many men are ſworn out of their Lives and Fortunes by 
falſe Witneſſes * Shall we therefore quarrel the Method of 
proceeding Secundum Allegata, & Probata? A man is arreſted 
upon a Fobb*d Action, Be a ſum of Money, knowing firſt, 
that he owes not a Peny : Secondly, that the Conſequence of 
it will be his Ruine : Thirdly, that the Action is meerly Ma- 
licious : And fourthly, (to make it ſtrong enough) that the 
Officer that ſerves the Writ i3 Confederate with his Adverſa- 
ry, and that they have both complotted his deſtruction : All 
this will not yet Authorize a reſiſtance ; but if an Officer that 
has the Kings Writ, or any other lawful Warrant, though Er- 
r0neors, ſhall be ſlain in the Execution of it. this is AU R- 
THER. Aword now as to the occaſion of it. 


The People of 4. when they had forced his Majeſty from 
his Palace, by Afﬀronts and Arn”d Tumults, publiſh'd this 
Doftrine to the Nation, that though his Perſon was gone, his 
Authority reſided in the rwo Houſes : under which colour they 
impoſed 0rdimarces upon the people, for Laws, and by De- 
zrees proceeded to an Exerciſe of all the Acts of Sovereignty ; 
making War acainſt the Perſon of the King, z1d thoſe that 
were Cem fiowd by him, under the pretence eforclaid ; as Re- 
b:Riczs, Traytors, and Conſpirators. Now to prevent the ſame . 
Aijciief a2ain, from the ſame Principles, it wes thought fit 
to Propotc this Declaration of Abhorrence, The Objctions a- 
Pallht 


| ps. my oe; EO. rn 


_ - _ o_— ny, a En -, << 3 ain 
een 0 HH Ln 4. -  — ——_— 
- x "rg trer 1 Rr as IR Len ar —_— DS 5 Oe WL A 
>= ron Sons LS NOISE ” A ORE Tz ; 
S > ow Sc . 


VS yi eee. 


— 
copper chan. 


gp ro. 


an 
—_——_— — $_ 
WE 


30 T he Growth of Knavery. 

gainſt it are, that the King may grant a Commiſſion to take away 
a Man's Life, or Eſtate, and imploy any man at a venture to exe- 
cute it ;' which is Firſt, The ſuppofal of an wnju/#, and Tyranni. 
cal Commiſſion : Secondly, A Caſe ſo rare, that it wouid be a 
hard matter to produce a Precedent for it, without a Reference 
toa Tryal at Law : And Thirdly, What would be the Fruit of 
ſucha Reſijtance, but the turning of an Oppreſſion on the oze 
ſide. into a Rebe:lio on the other; and the forfe:ring of that 
Life, and Eſtate to the Law, which was otherwiſe invaded 
contrary to the Law ? For 'tisa thouſand to one that the pow- 
er that iflu'd the Commiſſion, will find Aſſiſtants to Execute it. 
So that the Reſiſtance pleaded for in this Caſe, is Firlt, cf a 
very remote Suppoſition : Secondly, of dangerous Conſe- 
quence to the Reſiſtent: And Thirdly, of no Avail to him 
at all. 


If we may not reſiſt (ſays the Faction) under theſe Circum- 
ſtances, our Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates are at the Kings Mer- 
Cy; for that which may be one Mans caſe, may be *any mans: 
And ſo becaule of this poſſibility of wrong to particulars, we 

- judge it reaſonable, that every particular man ſhould be al- 
low?d to defend himſelf, See now the Inconvenience, which 
upon the allowance of this Liberty in favour of Particulars, 
: will redound to the Publick. 


An honeſt man is charg*d with Treaſon in the Kings Name, 
and by his Majeſties Order to be taken into Cuſtody, and by 
an Officer too, under what 4i/abilities you pleaſe. Here?s the 
whole Caſe. An Innocent Perſon ,, Life, Liberty, and Eſtate at 
Rake, and an Ungqualiffd Commiſſioner. If one man may reſt, 
becauſe he is 17nocent, another upon the ſame pretence may re- 
fift roo, although he be Guilry. For no man under a Charge, 
15 either Guilty, or Innocent in the Eye of the Law, till he 

-be Legally, either Convicted, or Acquitted. So that the 1nne- 
cent, and the Guilty, are to be tryd indifferently by the [ame 
Law, and (o are the pretended Ercours either in the Commiſ- 
ſton, or Com;nifſioner. Take matters once out of the Channel 
of Tryal by our Peers, there's an ead of Magna Charta ; and 
the Government it ſelf is bceome Paſſive, and Precarious. 
Will you haye the true R2aſon now, why this 4oborrence goes 
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ſo much againſt the hair with ſome People ? The Poſition is to 
be Cheriſh'd, and kept in Counterance, till the time comes 
for putting it in Pratice. 


No man can be ſo blind, as not to diſcern by the corre- 
ſpondent Motions of the Confiſtorians in Scotland, and the 
Scottiſh Engliſh, that they act already: by Concert ; and it is as 
plain by this bold and adventurous way of Libels all on the 
ſudden, that they depend upon France for a Second: Which 
is no more than was done in the late Rebellion, by the ſame 
Faction, as appear*d by a Letter of the Lord Lowdens to the 
French King, for his Protection and Aſſiſtance, for which he. 
was committed to the Tower ; and it was alſo confirm?d by the 
Fourth Article againſt the Five Members, accuſing them to 
have Trayterouſly invited and encourag?d a Forreign Power to in- 
vade his Majeſties Kingdom of England. Husband's ColleCti- 
ons, P. 35. Theſe are the French Penſioners, and the Betrayers 
of our Religion and Freedem, under Oaths, and Covenants to pre- 
ſerve them. Were not our Divines Pillag?d, Sequeſtred, Im- 
priſon®d, either for praying for his Majeſty, or for refuſing to 
Abjure him? How many Reverend Divines were poyſor'd in 
Peter-Houſe ? 1 could give you the Hiſtory of their Spiriring 
away ſeveral Perſons of Honour for Slaves ;, their Sale of three. 
or fourſcore Gentlemen to the Barbadoes : Their Sequeſtrations, 
Decimations, Excluſion from all Offices, Plunders, Baniſhments, 
Confinements, Prohibition of Inge," with the King, upon 
pain of Death : The Juggles of the 1-1jh Adventures; Money, 
and Plate upon the Propoſitions ;, Confiſcated Eſtates; Twentieth 
Parts, Weekly Aſſeſſments, and a hundred other Pecuniary, and 
Arbitrary Stratagems, till they finiſh*d the ruine of the Na- 
tion, in the Diſlolution of the Government, and in the Bloud -.. 
of their Sovercrgp. . | 


THE END: 


